
 

 

BHS Community Service Highlights, 2013-2014   

 

 

September-October 

Connectors Program:  This program aims to facilitate a smooth and personal transition for incoming freshmen and transfer 

students. I work with the PTO chairs responsible for the program on registration, training of Connectors, and the 

orientation/pizza party held for all the Connectors and new students during the last week of August.  About 250 new students 

attended. 

 

Connecting with Belmont:  This was our 15th annual Saturday afternoon of service and ice cream for the Connectors 

program. Students worked at the Food Pantry,  the Belmont Library,  Belmont Acres Farm,   the Rec Dept (at Town Field) 

BHS beautification,  Middlesex Human Service Agency (MHSA, Waltham),  and sandwich-making for the programs of the 

MHSA. Another group documented the day by taking pictures. At the end of the afternoon, students returned to BHS for card-

making for Belmont Manor and Children’s Hospital and for ice cream.  The afternoon is funded in part through local merchant 

in-kind donations 

 

Making Strides for Breast Cancer/Hot Pink BHS:  Every year, a group from BHS walks in the American Cancer Society’s 

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer walk. As in the past, we combined efforts of the walkers, the BHS community 

(including the cheerleaders)  and the larger Belmont community to fight breast cancer and support the BHS Making Strides 

team.  Because we raised the second highest  amount ($13,200) in the team in the 2012 High School Challenge in Metro 

Boston, BHS representatives were up on the stage at the Hatch Shell to kick off the walk.  This year, we expanded the 

activities. Not only did Belmontian members walk, but they were joined by the cheerleaders. In addition to selling wristbands, 

students  sold "breast cancer mints", sold and delivered pink hearts in a Heart 2 Heart  campaign", held a t-shirt design contest 

and sold “Think Pink” 2013 T-shirts at school, at Shaw’s, and at this year’s “Pinkout” football game. They also solicited 

merchants, not only for prizes for our third annual “Pinkapalooza” (a day to wear pink), but also for monetary support of the 

team.   Nick’s Pizza II, Body Trio, Bells & Whistles, 30 Petals, and Moozy’s, A Chocolate Dream, and Champions each 

donated a portion of their revenue generated on specific days to our team.  In addition, we partnered with Belmont Car Wash 

and dried cars for eight hours on a Saturday;  Belmont Car Wash donated $1 per car and all of the tips to our cause. Finally, 

some members went trick-or-treating for breast cancer.   From all of these activities, we were able to contribute a new record 

for us, approximately $15,000 to the American Cancer Society’s efforts in breast cancer education, research, prevention, and 

treatment, making Belmont High the third highest team in the 2013 High School Challenge. Come October, BHS students will 

again be on the stage of the Hatch Shell. 

 

Voter Registration Drive:  As an officially deputized registrar, I held an in-school drive, supported by the Town Clerk’s 

office, prior to the special US House primary.   

 

Joey's Park:  I led two groups of approximately 20 students each to participate in the building of Joey's Park, after being 

requested to provide volunteers representing BHS.  In addition, some athletic teams volunteered. 

 

 

November-January 

Toiletries Drive:  Working to Help the Homeless (WTHH) held a “Class Wars” toiletries drive to benefit the Middlesex 

Human Service Agency (which has shelters, rehab, and detox facilities). The juniors brought in the most items and won an “ice 

cream and dessert social”; Hoodsies and home-baked brownies and cookies were served after school.  

 

Voter Registration Drive #2:  I held a second in-school drive, supported by the Town Clerk’s office, prior to the special US 

House election. 

 

Senior Citizen Thanksgiving “Dinner”:  We were asked to wait on the town’s senior citizens at their Thanksgiving Dinner 

luncheon, a recent innovation at the Beech Street Center. 

 

Snowflakes: This is one of our most ambitious activities of the year, where we sell snowflake ornaments to students, who 

purchase them to be delivered to their friends.  All of the money goes to fill holiday wish lists (including many basic items) for 

clients of Community Servings, Boston’s free meal delivery organization for people critically ill with HIV/AIDS and other life-

threatening illnesses. Students do the shopping and create decorated baskets into which the gifts are placed.  We raised over 

$2000 and were able to adopt three families, nine individuals in total.  

 

Toys for Tots:  BHS and participating classes in various Belmont schools contribute to a collection of toys for needy families. 

 



Senior Citizens Holiday Luncheon:  By longstanding tradition, BHS students are asked every year to wait on the town’s 

elders at the annual Council on Aging Holiday Luncheon. It was made special when a few of our students asked some of the 

senior citizens to dance! 

 

Martin Luther King Day Breakfast:  BHS students help with set up, serving, clean up, and child care. 

 

Snow Shoveling for Senior Citizens (all winter):  BHS students sign up to be shoveling resources for Belmont’s senior 

citizens.  The Council on Aging matches residents with students to keep the sidewalks open and ice-free. With the passage of 

the Town By-law requiring residents to shovel their sidewalks and with the huge number of snowfalls, our shovelers were very 

busy, and we received thanks from one of the Selectmen for the volunteers’ help. 

 

Harvard Square Homeless Shelter:  Run by Harvard students, outsiders are asked to volunteer during Harvard's vacations.  I 

went with a group of WTHH students over Harvard's winter break to cook and serve breakfast on a Saturday morning in 

January. 

 

 

February-March 

 Pajamarama:  Once again, we joined the Cradles to Crayons/Bruins Pajama Drive, which provides new warm pajamas for 

poor and homeless children in Massachusetts.  The Belmontian Club raised money at the high school and at Shaw’s and 

organized a “Wear PJ’s for $1” day in which all the elementary schools participated.  As part of the campaign, we held 

"Pajamarama", a PJ day at BHS, where students and staff were encouraged to wear warm pj’s and contribute to the cause in 

order to be eligible for many door prizes donated by local merchants. Finally, we partnered with Belmont Car Wash for a 

second car wash this year.   All of our activities raised over $4100 and additionally brought in 110 pairs of new pajamas. 

 

Alternative February Break:  Over February break, 14 students accompanied me for a morning workday in the kitchens of 

Community Servings, for whose clients we sell snowflakes in December (see above).  The organization prepares and delivers 

over 700 meals a day for people struggling with critical illness.  

 

Voter Registration Drive #3:  A third drive was held prior to the April Town elections.   

 

Red Cross Blood Drive: This drive is held annually in March.  Approximately 40 pints of blood were collected from students 

and faculty. 

 

Cradles to Crayons:  WTHH volunteered for a shift at the "Giving Factory" in Brighton on an early release day.  We sorted 

toys to ensure that only those in nearly-new condition, with no pieces missing (who knows how many puzzle pieces we 

counted!) would be sent out to poor and homeless Massachusetts children. 

 

Harvard Square Homeless Shelter:  WTHH again volunteered at this shelter during Harvard's spring break. 

 

Rosie’s Place: Rosie’s Place is the nation’s oldest emergency shelter for women.  Once a year, Working to Help the Homeless 

raises money to “cater” a meal, which involves menu planning, grocery shopping, cooking for 150, serving, and cleaning up. 

 

Service class project:  Movie Night at Bristol Lodge:  Each service class develops and implements its own service project.  

This year’s group decided to hold a Movie Night at Bristol Lodge, a soup kitchen in Waltham.  The group had to receive 

approval from the Middlesex Human Service Agency (the umbrella organization) and selected the movie, helped prepare and 

serve the meal (including their homemade brownie sundaes). As adjuncts to this project, the group met with a member of 

MHSA to learn about their mission and how they accomplish it, and the person who does outreach for the program came to the 

class to talk about homelessness in a powerful first-person account  (with  Q&A--no questions were off  limits) of the homeless 

experience . 

 

 

April-June 

Voter Registration Drive:  A third drive was held prior to the special primaries for the US Senate seat. 

 

Socks Drive:  WTHH held a competitive socks drive to benefit the clients of the Boston Health Care for the Homeless. The 

two Social Studies classes with the most white socks brought in had their choice of bagel or pizza parties.  Approximately 

2,000 pairs of white socks were collected.  

 

Alternative Spring Break:  I was again able to offer a trip over vacation to work in the kitchens of Community Servings for a 

full 9AM-4PM day.   

 

Make A Statement Day:  This was the 11
th

 annual MASD, where free t-shirts are provided for students and students to 

decorate with an expression of who they are.  The event is held in the cafeteria and over 400 students participated.  A small 



student committee wrote grants which provided funding from the Belmont Police DARE program, the BHS PTO, and Belmont 

Against Racism.  The Belmontian Club had baked desserts for the participants.  On the day following the creation of the shirts, 

students and faculty wear their creations and discuss.  

 

Walk for Hunger:  Every year a large group of BHS students staffs Checkpoint 6, the Cambridge Boat House, for about six 

hours, stamping pledge sheets, pouring water, and cheering for the walkers as they make the turn from Allston to the 

Cambridge side of the river. The volunteers at the checkpoint contributed over $200 in pledges to Project Bread. 

 

Massachusetts Teacher of the Year--celebration for Jeff Shea:  In what may have been the fastest assembled group of the 

most students in the most intense effort ever, we were delighted with (and exhausted by) our work.  With the help of Cathy 

Larkin and her student teacher and students, along with Kate McCabe, legions of individual students and classes, and the Boy's 

Lacrosse team, we produced over 70 banners, hung them, decorated the gym, and repaired the falling corners when duct tape 

failed to hold!  (Thank you, Deb McDevitt, for the late night repair help and Jack Lyons, for the crack-of-dawn help--and 

especially to Jeff Shea, for being our inspiration in the whole endeavor!). 

 

Coffeehouse for a Cause:  In this first coffeehouse sponsored by WTHH, student performers auditioned for slots and 

performed magnificently before about 200 audience members in the cafe.  The students served ice cream and home-baked 

desserts at intermission, and raised $1,000 to benefit Mary's House, a (rare) shelter for families, which is located in Waltham 

and run by the Middlesex Human Service Agency.    

 

Senior Service Day:  Instituted in 2005, this 10th annual day of service was held, as always, during Senior Week.  Cold and 

rain in the early morning meant that some of the students had to be redeployed from certain outdoor endeavors, but spirits 

weren’t dampened as they performed 5 hours of service at area locations—from cleaning plastic CSA bins at Community 

Farms in Waltham and working at Habitat, to working in the Belmont Food Pantry, Town Clerk's Office, and Belmont Library, 

along with doing projects for teachers in each of Belmont schools.  There were originally twelve sites in all (combining all the 

schools into one category!), though three sites had to cancel because of the weather. The service is preceded by breakfast and 

the distribution of Senior Service Day T-shirts in the cafeteria.  Breakfast is provided solely through donations from area 

merchants. One group visited many of the sites to gain an overview and take pictures before writing an article that appeared 

in the Belmont Citizen Herald.  Over 100 seniors participated in this year’s successful day. 

 

Presidential Awards:  The President’s Volunteer Service Awards are presented to students who perform at least 100 hours of 

service in a 12 month period.  This year, 128 BHS students earned the award.  At the middle school level, where the award 

criterion is 50 hours of service, 18 Chenery students were recipients. (As of this writing, BHS students have submitted 

verification forms for having performed over 36,000 hours of service in the past year.)   

 

 

Year-long Activities 

Tutoring/Big Brother and Sister:  Throughout the year BHS students are matched with students system-wide for 

tutoring and relationship-building. Wellington started a pilot mentoring program which connected BHS students with 

particular at-risk Wellington students.   

 

Tours of BHS:  We offer a small tour program for people who are considering having their students enroll in BHS.  

By advance signup, BHS volunteers give tours two days a month, once during the morning and once in the afternoon. 

 

World Languages Resources to BPS:  For over ten years we have compiled an annual list of foreign language 

speakers who are willing to be resources to the Belmont Public Schools.  Occasionally, staff members in schools 

contact me, looking for someone who could help in a particular language. Typically, this would involve 

tutoring/mentoring a student, making a visit to a classroom, or facilitating communication between home and school. 

This year, students speaking 12 languages agreed to be resources: speakers of Bulgarian, Burmese, Chinese 

(Cantonese and Mandarin), French, German, Jamaican, Japanese, Korean, Nepalese, Patois, and Polish.   

 

PTO, School, and Foundation for Belmont Education Activities:  We frequently provide help for activities at the 

various schools, from Math Nights and book/fairs, to multicultural events and childcare at PTO meetings (Butler). 

Assistance is also given to the Foundation (spelling bee, spring dinner event, and administrative help during the year). 

  

 Belmont Center Business Association:  Our students work at the Tree Lighting in December, the Spring Egg Hunt in 

 March and Town Day in May (even when it needed to be postponed). 

 

Faculty Support for Charitable Causes:  Staff members contribute monthly to two causes.  In 2013-14, staff 

supported breast cancer and hunger alleviation. We raised $200 for the American Cancer Society and $180 for Project 

Bread. In addition, we raised $279 for the Philippines typhoon relief (Red Cross)  

 

 



PALS:  Named by students in the club, PALS (People All Love Smiles) is a joint venture of LABBB and BHS.  

Meeting twice a month, the club facilitates the integration of LABBB students into the life of Belmont High.  In 

addition to just engaging in informal social interaction, we plan joint recreational/social activities such as going out 

for ice cream and pizza, heading to Harvard Square, and having a holiday party.  

 

Working to Help the Homeless:  This club plans and implements activity related to homelessness and hunger.  The 

students  catered a meal for 150 women at Rosie’s Place (which involves fundraising, shopping, cooking, serving and 

cleaning up), sponsored a toiletries drive for the Middlesex Human Service Agency and a socks drive for the Boston 

Health Care for the Homeless, worked at Cradles to Crayons, and went twice to work at the Harvard Square Homeless 

Center. In addition, some club members walked in a Winter Walk to benefit Hearth, Inc. and Homestart, two non-

profits that address homelessness. Finally, WTHH held its May coffeehouse to benefit Mary’s House (see above).  

The club also donated approximately its surplus funds to Rosie's Place and the Harvard Square Homeless Shelter. 

 

Belmontian Club: This is the general community service club at the high school.  Meeting in the evening to allow 

athletes and students in other extracurricular activities to participate, the club is the backbone of service activities at 

BHS.  The students plan and implement many school service activities including the many breast cancer and Cradles 

to Crayons pajama events, and snowflakes, along with a Red Cross blood drive.  Members also participate in the many 

service opportunities which are offered at BHS.  

 

Community Service Elective:  This course is run as a practicum, with students selecting a placement for 4 hours a 

week.  In the weekly class meeting, issues related to service and placements are discussed.  In addition, the group 

develops and implements a class service project. (See February-March, above) 

 

Athletic Teams do service as teams, too!  I have occasionally consulted with various athletic coaches to find activities 

for teams to do together.   From the collection of food by the basketball teams and work at Habitat by the rugby team,  

to working to build Joey's Park and decorating  the graves of  veterans with American flags (the project for many 

teams combined), community service activities are becoming part of athletics. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


